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to raise flattering expectations which are never fulfilled,
must sink the character of an author, and make him
appear a cringing parasite, or a fond enthusiast.

"I am under no apprehensions of that nature, when
I inscribe this book to Pascal Paoli.    Your virtues, Sir,
are universally acknowledged; they dignify the pages       |l
which I venture to present to  you;   and it is my       |
singular felicity that my book is the voucher of its        |
Dedication.                                                                         i

"In thus addressing you, my intention is not to ,j
attempt your panegyrick. That may in some measure j
be collected from my imperfect labours. But I wish to \
express to the world, the admiration and gratitude with ;
which you have inspired me.                                               j

a This, Sir, is all the return that I can make for the       ^
many favours you have deigned to confer upon me.   I
entreat you to receive it as a testimony of my disposi-
tion.   I regret that I have neither power nor interest to       <
enable me to render any essential service to you and      j!
the brave Corsicans.   I can only assure you of the most      I
fervent wishes of a  private gentleman.    I have the      ,;
honour to be, with all respect and affection,                        '

" Sir,

" Your ever devoted,                                !

" Obliged, humble servant,

" JAMES BOSWELL.'*          i

" AUCHINLEGK, AYRSHIRE,                                                                                            I

"29 October, 1767."

Boswell's acquaintance with Paoli was not only the cause of
the book being written, but enabled the enthusiastic Scotchman
to visit and enter into correspondence with various great men :
amongst Others, he thus honoured Mr. Pitt. Arrayed in the
Gorsifcan Costume, he forced his way tq> Mr. Pitt, and we find
in the Pitt correspondence the following letter :*

* Chatham Correspondence, vol. ii. p. 388.